South-West Inter-Counties
Road-Race Champs
Wimborne 10, 18th November 2007
This year’s SW Road Race Champs took place last weekend at the “Wimborne 10” Race, in Dorset.
Two weeks before the race date, it looked as if we would not be sending a team. Despite frequent requests to the Clubs for some names, I was left with only half a team, of average ability, at this stage.
I did some trawling from my Club, “Frome RC”, and also from “Team Bath”, where I know some runners.
Despite this, I am indebted to Martin Chaffey (Yeovil Town RR), for coming up with 3 runners at the death, and this enabled us to send a team, albeit a bit of a “scratch” affair!
The weather for the day was horrendous; rain and cold wind led to some awful racing conditions.
It says a lot for the popularity of the “Wimborne 10” in that there were some 481 finishers.
Our team battled hard and individually, all bar one of the team were satisfied with their efforts.
I knew the competition was going to be fierce, and so it proved.
Despite having 4 male finishers in the top 53, we still managed to finish last team on the day. Avon didn’t send a team, so technically we aren’t bottom of the table.
The ladies team fared no better and unfortunately they also finished 6th on the day.
We did have some success though. Our 2nd fastest man, Kevin Sparey, was first V50 home (in the open race) and won a gift token!
Although we were soundly beaten, we did suffer two severe strokes of misfortune;
Our fastest lady in the squad; Kim Hellings (Quantock Harriers), pulled out of the race (illness) 3 days before the race date.
Also, after finishing the race, I saw Pete Grist  (Wells City Harriers), in the refreshment tent. Pete was racing as a normal Club member, and he finished 4th overall. If his score had counted for Somerset, it would have pushed us up to 4th place.  I was shocked when I saw Pete as I had been led to believe that he was racing in the Mike Sully X-Country race, at Bristol.
In summary, if I take on this role again, I must have to have a database of all the top runners in the county. I’m sure cold calling to individual athletes will be better than relying on club Captains, Secretaries etc to supply names.
I am proud to have represented Somerset and I’m also proud of my team-mates that I raced with that day. They all were keen to do their best for the County, and they didn’t let me down.
Mens Team Results.
23rd Brian Penney (Team Bath), 58:48, 39th Kevin Sparey (AVR), 1:00:58, 52nd Jon Coles (Frome RC), 1:02:53, 53rd Mike Harvey (Yeovil Town RR), 1:02:54, 103rd Ted Sprules (Frome RC), 1:07:04.
Ladies Team Results 
105th Nina Wagstaffe  (Yeovil Town RR), 1:07:10, 170th Vicky Plummer (Frome RC), 1:12:22, 256th Joanne Fordham (Frome RC), 1:19:236, 296th Chris Steele (Frome RC), 1:22:57 and 446th Becky Penney (Team Bath), 1:37:25.
FULL RESULTS can be found at

http://www.wimborne10.co.uk/r2007.html
