
Somerset Teom Manogers Report for ZOOT

Durrng thc 2(x)6i? seasons Somcrsel competed as never bclbrc as a county" taking in l .r l  I  anc t. l  l5 sportshal l  cvenrs. SW andNational cross countrr '  events" S\! road running events and four dif l 'erent l ' rack and l- ield rnatches whrle Somerset suppons anttmbcI of 'evenls at South wcst and South oi ' t ' .ngiani l  lc icl  on ()ur o\4,n^ ar Natronal cvents \ \ ,e rvere i :ombrned again u, i th ,{von

SportshaI Athlet ics

we started the 1'ear {)n a grcat notc as our under I  I 's.repc-aled the prcvious years shou,ing at the south wesl Sportshal l  Fcstrval.  withthc boys rvinning and gir ls f inishing sccond. 
' fhc 

under |  3 and uncier I  5 events were not as w.el l  attended as there are few alhletes rnthesc agc groups taking part

Cross Country

The year kicked oirr 'vi th thc f lrst ever South west Inter-clounlv Cross clountr\ evenl at Brcton gol lege. with representatrves t irrrn al!seven countres' somcrsct alhletes rvon threc ol thu tcn indi i idual age-gn)up t i t les (Naomi Speakc tJl3(i .  ( ieorge Harris l l l lB"Nathan Young t i t5B) and had three more rncdall ists ( l l laire Brorvn:l id L-r l3B. cathcrine Ll lew j,o I . j l5G. Laura parker t , ,r  tr l?w,' l h e c o u n t y w o n t h e t l l 3 G a n d t J l 5 B t e a r n s . a n c l f l n i s h e d s e c o n c l a l t l l 3 B . U l 5 ( ; a n d l I 2 0 M  

o n a n o v e r a l l b a s i s S o m e r s e r f i n i s h e d3'n behind Devon and Avon thanks mainh to a poor turn-out or our scnior runners.

Ihe IIK lnter-countv match at Nott ingharn in March \Vas a mixcd hag. Apart lrom a 4th placc tbr the tI l3( i  and goo<! runs f iorr lsiaNess  (19 ' r 'u l3G) '  shonnun Kur le  (50 ' r ' t l l 3Gianc l  ( . thar l ie  Macr i rn  io ;  L [58 l  bo ih  ind iv idua l  and ream per fb rmances weredisappoint ing I.he f inai racc of ' the clal '  al tercd al l  that as Avon & Somerset had the f irs1 rrv. men home. with somerset.s [ ]rarlr .f ickner winning l iom Avon's Ben Noic. Wrth Atlr ian Merriott  tO,n anJ nn,lr- H.nn.rr l , :2, 'u t fr .  ** lr ,"u, won a great vrcron.and with al l  9 runners over thc I ine in the lop 87 thc count'  also rvon the 9 man trophl ' .  Somersct representatlon rn the combinedAvon & Somcrset squad rvas dou,n u. i th: l l% ot.both thc compeli tors and scoring teanr msmbers being lrom Somerset.

Jrack and Field

rhe ciAtl  lnter-counttes at Bcdfbrd sa\\ a vcr\ stnal l  countr eontingenl. u' i th m'sr of thc squad being made up of Bath perforrnancrSquad athletes. though Aclr ian Merrrotr nas rrcl l  placed rn the 50(X)m.

Thc SEAA t i l5/t i20 match r 'vas hcld in earlv Ausust back at thc rmprcssi. ,c coptalr stadiurn. i)veral l .  adepleared tearn f inishecl r- l ,hou t  o f  1he l6  count ics  tha t  competed H igh l igh ts  o l ' the  da)  rvc re  l - ram B idd lecombe 's  doub le  in  the  U l5B Shot  r l5 .04m)  and D iscu :(47'17m1 and sixteen year-old Dominic f lc 'nrr"s sccond place in the Lr20M g00nt in l :5g. I  pete I laker {2000m S,/ci and Kyral lawk ins  iL i20w l lO( )m)  ran  r rc l l  l i r r  4 'h  p laecs .  r ih r l c  Rcbecca t lau ic t  i spr in is ) .  N ick  L r lements  l spr in ls )  and cun is  c ihson r t j l5 lJ800mi al l  made thc t lnals

w i t h a c h a n g e  t o t h e  d a t e c t f t h e  S W I n t e r - c l o u n l r c s . w c m a n a g e d t o s e n d a t e a m t o r h e S o u t h e r r r L i l : l m a t c h a t K r n g s m e a d o w  
w i t h atatrlv depleted team peribrmance. rhe hesr efJbns came riom (iranr Mcconn.il i'rl; i-r;i ;i i;;; # ;u,i gurr.., (,s,h r..r 4 7 | mi

I 'he South west lnler-( lountics. wcnt ofF', 'er\ rvel l .  rvi th incrcascd panicipation b1 al l  7 counties. Alter some ver;,  r ight compcti t tonSomerset endcd the match in' l 'h placc. behind I)evon. onr..r, ,nal{r,".  i i i l " iar.r , ,r ' inncrs inclucled Roo Black (tr l3c l l igh.tunrpi.Naorni Speake { l5G 1500m). Katherine Blcu,(Ul7\V 2(XX)m Steeplechase). Charl ic Maclean (Ul:11,1 2()(X)m Steeplcchase). } iennBtss  (L l l7M I ' r ip le . lump. l .  F rcdd ie  B iss  1 l i t7M. lave l in1 .  Rebecca Dav id  l i i z t [v  l ( )0m and 200m) .  Kat ie  w ickman (SW Discus ] .Pete ( ir ist (  SM | 500m ) '  and Nathan Youns ( competing as an t i20M managed ro rvrn the | 500m ourright at the age of I  5l ) .

Road Runn ing

.l  
his year sarv the continued growth of the South west 's Intcr-c- 'ounties evenrs (over to . l6hn for a reo.r1).

' f ,eam 
Managers etc.

Man\ thanks to everyone u"ho has helped out with team.managing this 1,ear. part icularl l , , to . lul ie Singleton. ciraham Norris. BrucePotnter and Davrd ( looke and also to Dick Bowden tbr his schr]ol l  inpui uni io our col leges l iom north of the r iver. I  look lbrwardto another busy and successful year ncxt vear.

Ian Humphreys. County Team Manager


