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XC report

Paul Chadwick  (Sec of County XC Championships)
This paper follows on from the Report produced for the previous year’s (2008) XC Championships reporting on the outcome of those races. It includes a comparative analysis of the entries/results for this year’s championships (2009) against those of 2008, and outlines the intended preparation for the 2010 Championships.

2009 County XC Championships

The Somerset County Championships were once again combined with the Avon AA Championships with Somerset this time being responsible for arrangements, as we alternate offering a venue and organising the championships from year to year. The race was embedded within a Gwent XC League fixture at Hestercombe Gardens, near Taunton. Our thanks to the Gwent XC League, and to Taunton AC for organising and hosting the League match. The size of competitive fields was again good with largest field being over 250 in the men’s race and with 125 in the women’s races illustrating this fact.
Entries for the Championships were invited via mailings through the County AA e-mail system, via notice on the County website and via promotion at a small number of athletic events in the run up to the Championships. A closing date of Dec 1st was set for the Championships taking place on Dec 6th. Managers for the three largest Clubs submitted team entries whilst there were also a small number of individual entries. This year virtually all entries had complete details but not all entry fees were paid by the day. Entry lists were posted on the County websites on December 2nd. It was good to see two of the schools taking part this year: Danesfield & Kings College. Finish results were compiled separately and available on the website 24 hours after the event. Many thanks to Wells Harriers for assisting with the results recording.
2009

Analysis of entries

Number
Number that ran
Medals

Mendip AC


8

6


4
Taunton AC


54

37


10



Wells (& Yeovil)

53

46


18
Yeovil Town


3

2


1
Bristol & West


4

2


2
Langport


1

1


1



Danesfield School

7

2


0



Kings College


16

8


2





Totals
146

104


2008

Source of entries

Number
Number that ran
Medals

Mendip AC


44

9*


3

Taunton AC


22

10


6

Wells (& Yeovil)

66

45


18

Yeovil Town


3

1


0

Bristol & West


2

2


2
Minehead


2

2


1

Langport


1

1


0

Clevedon


1

1


1

Unattached


1

0


0




Totals
142

69


Medallists

Senior Men




Senior Women

1
Ben Tickner (Wells)


1
Jenny Moore (Wells)
(&F45)
2
Adrian Marriott (Wells)

2
Alice Hector (Wells)

3
Mark Hopkinson (Taunton)

3
Katerina Prior (Wells) (&F35)
V40
Jon James (Wells)


V50
Dickie Wythe (Wells)



V60
John Cox (Langport)


F55
Julia Hector (Wells)

u’20 Men




u’20 Women

1.
Tom Smith (Kings College)

1
Laura Parker (Wells)
2. 
Harry Marshall (Kings College)
2.
Alice Murray-Gourlay (Wells)

3.        Hannah Taunton (Taunton)

u’17 Men




u’17 Women

1 Blair Bown (Taunton)


1
Naomi Speake (Bristol & West)
2 Adam Speake (Bristol & West)
2
Aofe Thorogood (Mendip)
3
Simon Cooper (Taunton)

3
Jessica Woods (Wells)

u’15 boys




u’15 girls
1
Rowan Preece (Taunton)

1
Emily Smith (Wells)
2
Connor Banks (Taunton)

2
Harriet Rogers (Taunton)
3
Ben Miller (Mendip)


3
Rebecca Carver (Mendip)
u’13 boys




u’13 girls
1
Oliver Fox (Wells)


1
Holly Brown (Taunton)

2
Luke Reynolds (Taunton)

2
Jemma Jones Wells)

3
Mark Bailey (Mendip)


3
Abigail Gibbons (Wells)

Arrangements for 2010 XC Championships

Avon will be responsible for determining the venue, and making the administrative arrangements for entries. This will include taking entries in advance, issuing race numbers and recording finish positions on the day. We again intend to have the list of competitors posted on the County website in advance of the race and for results to be posted within 24 hours.
Inevitably there has been some discussion about whether Avon & Somerset should look to hold a separate championship away from a League fixture. Within the combined Championships there was a total entry of 329, but some age groups had relatively small numbers competing (e.g. 17 in the u13 boys; 18 in the u15 girls) and there would be a question mark about the quality of the race (e.g. only the first 8 Somerset men were in the top 50 finishers in the Senior men’s event) and whether that would attract the top runners to compete.

There may also be scope for us to consider a three-County event if one of the other neighbouring County AAs was minded to join the Avon & Somerset Championships. Inevitably this might require some additional travelling to the races in some years, and additional administration. This may be an option worth keeping under review.
As with the 2009 Championships I would want to have the date and venue organised by mid-summer, and entry forms to be made available by Avon by September.
Thanks to:

Richard Llewellyn & Charlotte Fisher, and marshals, at Taunton AC
Gwent League officials

Andrea Culp (Avon XC secretary)

Noel Frost, Helen Rutter and other finish recorders from Wells Harriers 

Paul Chadwick

Somerset XC Championship secretary 
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