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David Cooke writes
I first met (Dr) Jim Brunton in the early Seventies when I was a young athlete and he was already a well-known starter. 
I subsequently knew Jim in our role as Officers of our County Association.
Jim started his athletics career in 1947 when he competed for Fairbairn and Mansfield House A.C. in London. 
He was club secretary for a while and also acted as the club’s starter for a few years. 
He moved to Somerset in 1954 but did not get involved in athletics again until he helped form an athletics club at the British Cellophane Company in Bridgwater in 1962. 
He helped a colleague organise the Somerset AAA Track and Field Championships in 1965. 
In 1966 he started to attend Somerset AAA committee meetings and to attend SW Committee meetings as a Somerset delegate.  
In his role as a technical official, he qualified as a starter in 1966 and achieved the following grades: Grade IV in 1966/67, Grade III in 1968/70, Grade II in 1971/76 and Grade I from 1977. 
He was the starter at the County Track and Field Championships from 1967 and had been starter or marksman at the SW Inter-Counties Track and Field Championships on 26 occasions from 1966. 
I understand that he acted as starter at much more prestigious meetings as well.  
Within the Somerset County AA, he had contributed since 1966. 
He held various posts in the Seventies and Eighties including Chairman and Vice Chairman. 
He was re-elected Chairman in 1996 and became President of the Association in 1999.  
In the South West Organisation he started to attend the SWAA in 1966. 
In the Seventies he was Vice Chairman and revised the Constitution in 1976. 
At various times he had been Chairman and Treasurer, at one time holding both posts simultaneously. 
After standing down from these posts he was elected Life Vice President and subsequently served several years as President.
In 2000, Jim represented the SW on the appointments panel for the SW regional Development Co-ordinator.
Jim continued to support the Somerset County AA and rarely missed a meeting until ill health prevented him.
Few individuals can have contributed more to Athletics than Jim. 
Jim received a prestigious award from SEAA for Long Service to athletics. This comprised a lapel badge and a certificate.
The picture below shows him receiving the framed certificate from Chairman Clive Thomas.
Other recipients of the award can be viewed on the SEAA website: 
http://www.seaa.org.uk/awards/long-service/73-awards-honour-board.html
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Jim died in December 2003. The County AA made a donation to Ward 9 at Musgrove Park Hospital, at his family's wish.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jim is remembered annually at the AGM where the 'Jim Brunton' trophy is awarded for services to athletics in the County.
The current holders (2021) is Paul d’Arcy.
 

image1.jpeg
e





