                             SCAA OFFICIALS' SECRETARY REPORT 2025.       

It is with deep regret and considerable concern that, in this my last report as SCAA Officials Secretary, I have to report a decline in the number of licenced officials in the County from the 59 reported last year to just 53 this year. This does not compare well with the pre Covid (November 2018) total of 70.

To this end I, once again, do not apologise for urging ALL Clubs to seriously put their efforts into recruiting more officials, particularly in Track and Timekeeping where volunteers are few and far between owing to the apparent misconception that Photo Finish will be all that is required! This will certainly not apply to Local Leagues and lower grade Meetings but the fact that Nationally there is less need for them, particularly Timekeepers, does not give volunteers much incentive to join.

The transfer of responsibility for Officials Development from UKA to England continues but whilst some scepticism for the new Level 1 qualification remains, there are new questions for Level 2 in the pipeline together with a more “user friendly” Field online Course. However, our local Tutors for the Field remain unconvinced as to the value of the online Course and would recommend that, where possible, a Face to Face Course should be held with the vital practical element being in the forefront.

 UPGRADES.
After last year's large number of upgrades, this year has been much more quiet with mainly Field upgrades. To all, we congratulate them and wish them well on their athletics journey:-

Simon Harris to Level 2 Starter/Starters Assistant.

Amy Joynes to Level 3 Field.
Richard Maddock to Level 3 Field.

Dan Brown to Level 2 Field.

In addition, congratulations must go to Mark Lewis who, at the South West  Regional Awards in September, was awarded The Inspirational Official Award.

Also, congratulations to Paul D'Arcy who was presented with an English Schools  Award for Services to Schools Athletics at the Annual SCAA Social by Richard Bowden ( Somerset Schools representative on the County Committee)

 COURSES.
Whilst the majority of Courses for all disciplines are still being held on-line, in Somerset we believe that Level 1 Field, Level 1 Photo Finish and Level 1 Track Courses (the latter with thanks to Dave Watson) should continue as face to face courses, as we believe the practical involvement is essential with the new Level 1 grading scenario.

Officials Service Achievement Recognition Scheme.

Continuing the initiative launched two years ago and as a thank you for your support, time, and effort in ensuring athletes, coaches, event organisers, and spectators have an enjoyable experience at events across the country, Officials will be recognised for their length of service to the sport of athletics across 5,10,20 and now 30 years. Officials should contact their County Officials Secretary to collect their service achievement badge either in-person, via a colleague or at an event.

Officials who qualified prior to 2009 are requested to inform their County Officials Secretary of the exact length of service so the database can be updated accordingly.
Anyone who is interested in obtaining one of the relevant badges should contact me with the relevant date of your qualifying.
UKA Athletics are looking at officials with 40+ years of service on behalf of the sport, who have not already received recognition for this. If you have not received anything, and would like to, please email Marc Ritchie at  mritchie@englandathletics.org, as each home country is collating a list that will then be submitted to UKA.
MEETINGS.
Once again the 2024/25 Indoor Season was well supported by Somerset officials in Cardiff and Nationally and it is hoped that this year's Indoor will be the same. As usual, for the South West Inter County at Exeter on 20th July, once again, Somerset and Devon provided the the main bulk of officials.

The County Championships on 10th/11th  May was deemed to be successful with a good number of officials attending as there were for the Combined Events on 26th/27th April in conjunction with Somerset Schools AA. 
Our officials continue to support the County Schools events in good numbers.
Please also note that there is an online facility to make yourself available for any Schools Meeting via the Somerset Schools' website   www.somersetschoolsathletics.org.uk   
(maintained by Brian Baker) 
Once again, our SW Indoor Championships will take place in Cardiff in 2025/26 thanks to Welsh Athletics. Officials and athletes should keep an eye on the Welsh Athletics & Midland websites for any updated information.
UNIFORM.

We now have in stock:- Polos 12 (1xXS;2xS;4xM;5xL). Sweatshirts 11 (black) (2xS;3xM;4xL;2xXL) 2 (red) (1xM;1xL). Jackets, for those officials who require them and are prepared to contribute to their cost, can be ordered when there is sufficient demand. 
As a reminder, SCAA offer a free County Polo for a minimum half day attendance at a County Meeting and a free County Sweatshirt for two full days.
SCAA SOCIAL.

            The Somerset Social was back again this year and was held in the newly refurbished YOAC Clubhouse on Friday 21st  November, where once again officials were able to put their sporting “knowledge” to the test. However, Nick announced that after 13 years as Question Master, he will be standing down and there was therefore an opportunity for someone to take over in 2026. 
            The Somerset Officials Scene Newsletter has continued to be issued in the Spring and Autumn, containing as much relevant information as is available at the time on Courses, Conferences and Meetings etc.
Finally, after 14 years as your Officials Secretary, I feel it is right to stand down and let someone else try their hand. Whoever takes over the role I am sure they will enjoy the support of fellow Committee Members, as I have done throughout my time. I would like to thank everyone Officials, Coaches and parents who have been so supportive throughout my years in this position and trust they will continue in the future.
Sally Higman
(SCAA Officials Secretary )                                                                        
                                                                                     November 2025. 
