
The AGENDA FOR THE MEETING OF THE SOMERSET COUNTY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 2025

Venue: ONLINE 

Zoom link and details for the next SCAA meeting below:
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84247180361?pwd=n0LMaRj2xBjJDNeWn029L6124Kunnn.1 
Meeting ID: 842 4718 0361 Passcode: 398579


Wednesday, April 16th 8pm start	

AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. Approval of the previous minutes and action notes

3. Disability

4. SW Council – agenda from the April 2nd meeting

5. Road Running/Cross Country/Fell Running	
	The 2025 CAU XC championship results and discussion
	The 2025 National Fell Running Championship June 14th Pen-y-Ghent
SW Inter-County RR championship Chippenham August 17th -? County to pay entry fee

6. Track and Field 
	Progress with the T&F championship
	SWIC July 20th, 2025
	The Derek Crookes U13 inter county match August 3rd
	SEAA U15/U17 (14th Sep) U20/SENIOR (13th Sep) INTER COUNTY
		
7. Schools	(RB)

8. Officials 

9. Treasurer

10. New County vests for Somerset and Somerset/Avon team including inventory

11. Replacement Sue Somerset trophy update

12. Any Other Business

13. Date of next meeting

Action notes
DC to write to Jane Knowles re Disability Officer for the County AA






MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SOMERSET COUNTY
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 2025

Venue: Online
January 29th, 2025

1. Present 

DELEGATES ATTENDING ONLINE

11 delegates and one guest

      Roger Lee				RL	    President
David Cooke			DC	    Secretary
      Brian Mountjoy-Row		BMR       Yeovil Town RRC and Treasurer	
Sally Higman			SH	    Officials’ Secretary   
      Richard Bowden	            	RB	    Somerset Schools’ AA
Geoff Cole 			GC	    YOAC and chairman      
Alan Thorner 			AT	    WCH
Peter Grosjean			PGr	    Academy of Combined Events (ACE)
      Paul Guest				PGu 	    YOAC
      Richard Llewellyn-Eaton		RLE	    Taunton AC

Nick Higman 			NH attended as a guest 

2. APOLOGIES	

   Justin Worringham		JW	    Frome RC and RR Secretary

3.  Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes were recognised as a true record of the meeting.
This was proposed by PGr and seconded by BMR.

4.  Action Notes and Matters Arising
 
Completed

5. Disability

Jen Slade has stepped down as our County AA Disability Officer
Following a discussion at the previous County AA business meeting, DC had written to the parents of Hannah Taunton (an accomplished para-athlete) so see whether one or both would be able to act as the Disability Officer for the County.
Hannah’s mother Gill Taunton promptly replied to DC, by E mail, but sadly was unable to help. 
Her E mail is shown below (please keep this confidential)
Thank you very much for your email regarding becoming a County Committee Member responsible for athletes with disabilities. I have thought long and hard about my decision.
As you are aware, Hannah has a Learning Disability and my time is very much spent, not only supporting her in her athletics but also on a day to day basis for daily living. Both Hugh and I are on various other committees locally, are members of local music groups and are very involved in our church. We have also have grandchildren who we visit and look after regularly. So, unfortunately I will have to decline your invitation as we could not commit ourselves to the meetings and involvement. I do hope you find someone. Hannah is fortunate in that she is able to compete against others with no disability but not all events can offer this opportunity.
Best Wishes and thank you for all you do for athletics in the County.

The committee acknowledged this reply.
DC was asked to contact Jane Knowles (SASP) to see whether she had any suggestions for a possible replacement.

6.  SW Council

Nothing of note for the County

7.  Road Running and Cross Country

Cross Country
The Tri-County championship Saturday December 8th
Results and analysis were on the County AA website and the files had been distributed before the meeting.
DC felt that the championship had gone well but that the number of entries from Somerset was disappointing.
AT, on behalf of Wells City Harriers, had raised this issue at one of his club’s business meetings. It would appear that there was little interest in a County AA XC championship and that athletes preferred League (Gwent) competition. 
DC has the impression that XC is not an important discipline in the County.
The actual championship was held, as in 2023, withing a Gloucester League meeting. This proved to be a good arrangement for the County. Our responsibility was restricted to handing out bib number and County affiliation letters on the day (all provided by the League).
DC decided to award medals after the event – most were posted to the relevant clubs for distribution, some to individual athletes. This proved to be the best arrangement as 1/3 of the athletes claiming a Somerset affiliation were actually Avon.
I suggest that we continue to support the concept of combining our County XC championship with Avon and Wiltshire, within an existing League meeting.
Avon AA will be the lead County in 2025.


The SWIC XC championship Saturday January 4th, 2025
Results and analysis were on the County AA website and the files had been distributed before the meeting.  See those files for actual results.
This championship was better supported by Somerset athletes when compared to the Tri-County the previous month.
DC has selected a Somerset team for this championship and was there on the day to sell/loan County AA vests.
Some of our athletes who performed well were given application forms for the (SW) London Mini-Marathon teams (U13/U15/U17)
Following this SW championship John Deaton, team manager for the combined Avon/Somerset team, will select athletes for the CAU XC championship to be held on March 3rd in Nottingham









Road Running

JW was not able to attend this meeting but the committee, at this current meeting, accepted his proposal for the championship as shown below:

Somerset County Athletic Association
Road Race Championship for 2025

The County Association has decided to trial a new method for organising a County Championship for road racing. Instead of using a “one-off” existing club race as the County Championship, we have decided to trial a “league” version consisting of 3 existing road races from the Somerset Series. Athletes wanting to count in the Championship must complete 2 out of the 3 races.
The races are 
1. Wells 10K – May 25th
1. Baltonsborough 5 Miles – August 25th
1. Burnham Half Marathon – September 14th.
The County thanks the organisers of these races for agreeing to include the County Championships in their events.
Scoring will be based on the order of finishing among Somerset eligible athletes. 1 point for 1st Somerset Man and Woman, 2 points for 2nd place, and so on. At the end of the series of 3 races the Man and Woman with least points will be champions. If there is a tie we may take into account relative finishing positions of those tied when competing against each other in the same race(s). Silver and Bronze medals will be decided on the same scoring basis. As in past years age categories will not be used for this trial championship.
Eligibility for Somerset for this Championship will follow UKA rules. Eligibility criteria may be found through the following link. https://www.somerset-athletics.co.uk/eligibility%20criterion.htm   
Residence in North Somerset or BANES Council areas does not count.
We think that this method may allow more athletes to take part by avoiding a single fixed date, and it will offer a range of distances. We hope that Somerset athletes will take part in this new format and we wish success to all those who take part. 























. 

8.  Track and Field

DC has booked the Yeovil track (BW arena) for County T&F championship May 10/11th, 2025
There was discussion as to whether, in 2025, the championship could be a one-day event.
DC presented figures indicating how many (junior) athletes had contested both the 800m on day 1 and the 1500m on day 2 in the period 2022-2024
DC also presented figures indicating how many athletes, in total, had competed on day 2 (Sunday) in 2024
SH and NH felt that it was not possible to incorporate our championship into a single day, especially with the inclusion of seated throws for disability athletes.
The meeting agreed that the championship would be a two-day event in 2025.
The meeting agreed that the entry fee would remain at £4 per event.

DC to arrange an online sub-committee meeting to discuss the prospectus and draft programme.
This meeting will be on Thursday February 27th

The committee agreed that we would be able to accommodate Avon AA athletes in our championship in the steeplechase and 3000m.
The committee agreed that we will accommodate SWVAC championship within our championship

DC reminded the meeting that the age group changes do not take effect until 2026
DC felt that, in 2026, we will have to start a new set of CBP at the T&F championship for all age groups except the seniors

Outstanding items
DC to apply for EA competition licence
DC to arrange first aid
DC to arrange access to YOAC clubhouse

9.  Schools 

SOMERSET COUNTY AA – COMMITTEE MEETING
Wednesday 29 January 2025 – Zoom
SCHOOLS’ AA REPORT 
Cross-Country 
The 4 Area Cross-Country Championships took place before Christmas – Taunton (11 November), Mendip (27 November), Yeovil (6 December) and Sedgemoor (11 December) so, with no clashes of dates I was able to watch each event.  Overall participation was encouraging with many familiar names taking part. 
The Somerset Schools’ AA Cross-Country Championships took place on Saturday 18 January at RNAS Merryfield.  Full details were displayed on the SSAA website and the results will be found there.  Entries by age group were: U-13G = 55 (42 in 2023, 47 in 2024), U-13B = 58 (53 in 2023, 55 in 2024), JG = 60 (49 in 2023, 63 in 2024), JB = 58 (61 in 2023, 64 in 2024), IG = 41 (33 in 2023, 38 in 2024), IB = 47 (46 in 2023, 40 in 2024), SG = 20 (14 in 2023, 21 in 2024), SB = 32 (19 in 2023, 25 in 2024). 
Entries by Area were:  Mendip – 80; Sedgemoor – 56; Taunton – 140; Yeovil – 95.
The total number of finishers (304) was the greatest number since the pandemic.
Many thanks to all those club and county officials who volunteered to help.
The Somerset team to compete at the South-West Schools’ AA Cross-Country Championships in Newquay on Saturday 1 February was selected immediately after the Championships at 5.00pm at King’s College with 8 selectors in attendance. All athletes and schools were informed of the selections on the Sunday and Monday and webforms confirming availability and ordering items of SSAA kit began to flood in right away.  The Somerset team of 80 athletes (plus reserves) is now on the website.  We are due to have 14 Somerset Team Managers on duty in Newquay – an outstanding show of loyalty and dedication.
The Somerset team to compete at the English Schools’ AA Cross-Country Championships at Ardingly Showground, West Sussex, on Saturday 15 March will be selected after the South-West Schools’ AA Championships on a date yet to be confirmed.
The SIAB Cross-Country Championships take place in Falkirk on Saturday 22 March. 
The Somerset Schools’ AA Year 7 & Year 8 Cross-Country Championships take place at King’s College, Taunton, on Monday 10 March.  Full details will be emailed to all eligible schools shortly.

Track and Field
Planning for the summer season continues to take place with details of the Somerset Schools’ AA/Somerset County AA Combined Events and Race Walking Championships due to be sent to all schools, colleges and clubs in the week of Monday 24 February.  The closing date for entries is Friday 28 March.  I have already been contacted by 4 parents or coaches from Ireland requesting details so it is hoped that a number of guests (including some of International standard) will wish to compete once again – at The Bill Whistlecroft Athletics Arena, Yeovil - on Saturday/Sunday 26/27 April.  
I registered the Championships with World Athletics on 10 January so we are now in the process of recruiting officials of sufficient quality (and quantity) to be in a position to secure a Level 2 Licence after which the details should appear in the World Athletics calendar on their website.
All Track and Field planning is in place (track bookings etc) with all the relevant dates on the SSAA website in the Diary tab.  
Please refer to the Somerset Schools’ AA web-site frequently for information on all our activities:
somersetschoolsathletics.org.uk

10.  Officials
 
UPGRADES.
There have been none reported since the last Meeting. 
South West Indoor Championships – Cardiff.
Somerset officials have supported the Indoor Meetings in Cardiff with 5 or 6 in the Field for the South West Championships as well as a slightly smaller number for the Welsh Championships.
Paul D’Arcy has spoken to Rhiannon Hawker (Cardiff Met. Organiser) with a view to increasing the publicity and size of the two Non Thomas Meetings and for them to include the South West Seniors Championships in a more positive way. 
UNIFORM.
We have ordered two outstanding Hudson Jackets requested by officials along with six additional Polo Shirts, in agreement with our Treasurer.
With the increasing cost of the jackets, the Meeting agreed to an increase of the official’s contribution to £25 from £20. 
COURSES.
Courses are continuing online and details may be found on the England Athletics website. However, should there be a demand for Face to Face Courses for either Field, Track or Photo-Finish, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Somerset Officials Scene.
The Spring 2025 version of this Newsletter will be out next week.

 11.  Treasurer

Treasurers Report  for 29 January  2025	
Current state of accounts: -  
 Current £730.87	 Deposit £7,598.60   Fixed Rate Deposit £10,000 
Income 	Since last meeting 20 November 24 	     £
	Officials do 					  30.00
Affiliation Fees x 10				200.00		
	Vest Sales					  55.00	
	Somerset Series Sponsor			250.00

					Sub Total	535.00 
Expenses							   		  £
Somerset Series Trophies					400.00 
 Medals							164.00
XC expenses							  44.79
Postage of medals XC					  11.15

								Sub Total	619.94   	     	
Affiliation fees from Crewkerne, Frome, Burnham, Wells, YOAC, Minehead, Langport, Running Forever, Yeovil Town and ACE.
				
£10 owed to Sally & Nick from officials do.

12. Application for affiliation from Yellow Brick Road Walking and Running Club

The committee considered the application from this club which included its constitution.
The application was accepted unanimously
DC to write to the club secretary to confirm this

13. New County vests for Somerset and Somerset/Avon team including inventory
 
The meeting agreed that we would purchase new Avon/Somerset vests using the usual supplier (Ron Hill).
These vests would be held by the team manager of the joint team (John Deaton) and all monies received for vests sales would be sent to the Somerset AA treasurer.

The meeting also agreed with DC that new Somerset AA vests could be purchased. DC wished to have the words ‘Somerset’ included on the vest and this was agreed.
The meeting asked to DC to enquire whether the County emblem – a Griffin- could also be included.

14. Replacement Sue Somerset trophy

DC had circulated images of several options. The meeting allowed him to make a decision. The supplier will be Apricot in Frome.

15.  Any Other Business

The meeting closed at 21:37

16. Date, Time and Venue of Next Meeting 

The next business meeting will be online (Zoom) on Wednesday April 16th at 8pm
